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When Mary lay down in her lodging at Calais she said she had not
felt so easy and safe for three months; but she had been in no personal
danger, and her words are merely a measure of the fears which had been
excited in her mind by her priests. Her first intention was to wait at
Calais for James, but after two days she consented to go as far as Bou-
logne. On the road she met a company of dragoons which had been sent
to meet her, and from that time her arrangements were made for her.
On December 19 she heard at Boulogne that James was a prisoner, and
she wanted to return to England, but the following day she journeyed to
Montreuil, where she was met by a distinguished body of officers of
Louis's household, and she was reassured by the news of James's return
to Whitehall. At Beaumont on the 26th she heard that James had
landed at Ambleteuse, and (as reported by a lady who was with her),
"Without thinking of the loss of three kingdoms, she said immediately,
'Oh, God! I am the happiest woman in the world1."

Madame de Sevigne wrote to her daughter that the sheet of paper she
was writing on would soon be full if she began to tell of the generosity
of Louis to James and Mary, and three days later she gave a description
of the meeting of the French King with Queen Mary:

He met the Queen with his whole household and a hundred
carriages-and-six. When he saw the coach of the Prince of Wales
he got down from his own coach . . . and embraced him tenderly;
then he hastened to the Queen who had left her coach, he kissed
her and talked to her for a short time; then he took her in his coach,
placed her on his right hand and presented to her Monseigneur and
Monsieur, who were also in the coach. He conducted her to Saint-
Germain, where she found herself waited on as a Queen.

Admirable stage-management! Well might Madame de Sevigne say,
"His beautiful spirit takes pleasure in playing this great part". James
travelled in less splendour but more rapidly by post-chaise, and arrived
the following day; he went to Versailles to pay his respects to Louis, but
found that the King was waiting for him at Saint-Germain. Madame
de S6vigne continues her narrative:

The King met him at the end of the Salle des Gardes; the King
of England bent low as if to embrace his knees; the King stopped
him and embraced him three or four times very cordially. They
conversed in low tones for a quarter of an hour, the King pre-
sented the King of Englaiul to Monseigneur, Monsieur and
Cardinal Bonzi and then led him to the chamber of the Queen,
who had great difficulty in restraining her tears. After they had